Cashi
being
ouft

ember of the
National As-
sembly (MNA)
compensation
is anything but transparent. The Quebec
Taxpayers League recently blew the whis-
tle on the lavish severance payments former
MNAs will collect following the last general elec-
tion. Media coverage of our findings was ex-
tensive and taxpayers throughout the province
were outraged. Rightly so!

According to our calculations, 54 former
MNAs will receive a total of $4.3 million in sev-
erance payments because they were either de-
feated or decided to retire after the March 26
election. One former minister will even be going
home with a whopping $140,000 cheque!

People were stunned by these findings. One

The $100,000 Club

(12 MNAs got over $100,000 in severance payments)

Name (party) Severance Years in
payment office

reason is
that very
few peo-
ple were
aware
this
“tran-
sition al-
lowance” (as
it is called) ex-
isted. It wasn’t even mentioned on

the National Assembly’s web site at the time the
League was researching it. Furthermore, the
amount of money each former MNA is given in
severance has never been made public because
it is deemed to be personal and confidential in-
formation! Any Access to Information request
will therefore be denied.

So how in the world can
a taxpayer figure out how
much their former MNA is
receiving in severance? By
doing a fair amount of re-
search and getting out a cal-
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straightforward as it sounds,
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because each former MNA's monthly salary is
determined by the most advantageous of two
calculating methods.

Needless to say, all MNAs end up with a hefty
cheque while taxpayers are being told this is
confidential information. Not so! We have the
right to know about every tax dollar our elect-
ed representatives receive in compensation, so

they can be made accountable for it. The League
will continue demanding that all information
pertaining to MNA remuneration, including re-
ceiptable expenses, be posted on the Nation-

al Assembly website. We will also be pushing
for reform so political compensation becomes
transparent and easy to understand. Right now,
it's anything but!ll

Politicians are welfare bums {00 ...

ardly a day goes by without

taxpayers hearing about yet

another subsidy being hand-

ed out to a business or spe-
cial interest group. But we rarely hear
about the subsidies provincial politi-
cians grant themselves. That's right.
Every year our tax dollars find their way
into one political party’s bank account
or another. Every taxpayer is actually
subsidizing parties they didn’t vote for
and even those they strongly disapprove of.

About 13 million tax dollars will be distrib-

uted to parties and candidates to cover half of
the campaign expenses they incurred during the
March 26 election.
All parties that
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party obtained during the most re-
cent general election. For example,
a party that drew 40% of the votes
would be given 40% the pot or $1-
million every year until the next
election. All the party has to do is
produce bills proving the expenses
were indeed incurred.

For politicians to be tapping into
that kind of public money obvious-
ly has many drawbacks. First, the
current system gives an unfair advantage to the
old parties and their candidates as they are the
ones collecting the most tax dollars, thus main-
taining the status quo. It also makes politicians
less accountable
to their support-
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®8 About 13 million tax dollars will be distrib-
uted to parties and candidates to cover half of

the campaign expenses they incurred during the
March 26 election. 99

ers and the elector-
ate in general. Isn't
it easier to break a

drew at least 1% of
the ballots cast, as
well as the candi-
dates who obtained

at least 15% of the
votes in their ridings, will be entitled to a piece
of that cake.

All provincial political parties also receive a
monthly allowance that has nothing to do with
elections, but rather with — wait for it — run-
ning their offices and holding meetings! The
Chief Electoral Officer’s website clearly states
this money is to help parties meet the cost of
“day-to-day administration, the dissemination
of their political platform and the coordination
of the political action of its members.”

Here’s how it works. Fifty cents by registered
elector — whether they actually voted or not —
is put into the Kitty at the beginning of each fis-
cal year. This will amount to $2.75 million in
2007-2008. The money is then distributed on
the basis of the percentage of valid votes each
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promise when you
don’t have to rely
as much on voluntary contributions? Or when
you know you are guaranteed a S1 million dol-
lar allowance every year for the next four or five

years anyway? [l

Contact information:

Ligue des contribuables du Québec
/ Quebec Taxpayers League

15 Montcalm Blvd. North, PO. Box
73036, Candiac, Quebec J5R-5X3
Phone: 514-666-6372

E-mail: cjoly@soscontribuables.ca
www.soscontribuables.ca




